
Jordan Creek: 
 

This fall will mark the third construction season for the Jordan Creek Water 
Quality Project.  Applications for work are piling up and should make for an extremely 
busy fall.  We are currently planning a few special projects which do not fall into the 
more traditional terrace and waterway system.  Two grade stabilization projects will be 
constructed, one of which will be put out for public bids.  The structure to be bid will 
contain approximately 25,000 cubic yards of earth fill.  The earth fill is easily accessible 
and should make for a competitive bidding process.  Look for this project to be advertised 
the first of September.  We are also in the design phase of three in stream weirs which 
will stabilize the channel of Jordan Creek.  The project is a partnering effort between the 
SWCD and the Hungry Canyons Alliance.  Pottawattamie County will handle the design 
and bid letting for this job.  Look for this project to be advertised sometime next winter. 

I have been asked several times if I think the work done in Jordan Creek will 
affect the quality of water.  I do know that previous water quality projects have shown 
dramatic effects on the quality and clarity of water in the water body we have protected.  
Projects conducted at Lake Icaria and the Lake of 3 Fires had profound effects on the 
fisheries.  Three years after completion, anglers are catching 3 pound bass and catfish as 
well as 10 inch crappie and 18 inch walleye.  Viking Lake is currently in year three of 
what has been an extremely successful project.  I performed a test at Viking Lake last 
weekend which measures the clarity of the water.  The test is very simple; a black and 
white disk is lowered into the water until it reaches a depth at which it is not visible to the 
naked eye.  The best measurement at Viking before the project was 4.4 feet.  Last week 
the disk reached a depth of 9 feet before it disappeared.  This is a dramatic improvement.  
Some people may say ‘big deal’, but clear water not only helps the aquatic ecosystem but 
also helps the local economy.  Last Saturday Viking Lake Beach had over 250 people 
swimming in the clear water.  People not only enjoy being able to see their feet while 
wading but also purchase sun-block, bathing suites, snacks, and other items while visiting 
the community.   

Improving the quality of water in Jordan Creek will not be an easy task and will 
take a serious commitment from everyone in the watershed.  While improving the quality 
of water in Jordan may not have much of an economic benefit, however, working 
together as a community for a common goal will instill a sense of pride in what has been 
accomplished.  Plus it would be nice if your children and grandchildren could sneak 
down to the creek and catch a fish.  

So what is left to be done? Many terraces have been constructed in the last two 
years, leaving only a few farms in the watershed without.  No-till is a fairly common 
practice in the watershed and should continue to be practiced and promoted.  Last springs 
rains should have shown farmers where waterways are needed if they are not already in 
place.  A few grade stabilization structures “ponds” exist in the watershed but there is the 
potential for several more to be constructed.  And most importantly quite a few filter 
strips have been planted through the CRP program, but there are still several miles of 
stream bank left unprotected.  An adequate riparian zone is essential in making a stream 
suitable for aquatic life.  The grass and trees stabilize the banks which keeps sediment 
from constantly sloughing off into the stream.  The grass also filters sediment and 
nutrients which would otherwise reach the stream through overland flow.  Over time the 



grass and trees will grow up to the edge of the water, providing shade and cover.  Shade 
is essential in that it cools the water.  Cooler water allows for a larger variety of aquatic 
species to prosper.  Grass which grows to the waters edge makes habitat for a variety of 
insects as well as providing fish a place to escape the midday heat.  Anyone interested in 
helping conserve Jordan Creek should contact the East Pottawattamie Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 
 
By Dan Case 


